® 


01 of th 


C: 


le diſcourſe 


tab 


#, 


ate, 
ther 


he 


x 


tfily know. bis e 
God 


A 5 0 4 
be 
. 


: 


if 


his 


-e 


, 7 
- ; 
: 
: WW Fi 
3. & 7 T 7 
6 CON 
\ s 
i 
+ % . 


andw 


» 
. 


6 6 0s "= 
". I OT WOT DIP} oe Yn 
% P 45%. 7 0 4 


CY a \ 2 6... q by 
Fi Wea. I wy +. : "4 is 2 din*.; wi BY 4 # &n Aa” 
S635, ol 7 3 a, Ge I TIE > its a 4 or 
, , de 4 K-4 wh AMS ax * "$%. =. oo OT ONT. 29-0 CE 
= 3" 4 Ry »: '% _ 
FE > 3, * w* %. 
* 


TO THE READER,” | 
52/4 Lbeit the aulneſſe of : $6 
this time be ſuch, (gem 


| WHAA Y1/ te Reader in the Lord) 7 
S. YH VE - thatit rather mooucth 
| gl 


| = mani to content them- 
Ls ſelues with ether mens writings, then to 
zake paines,to writefor the profite of any 
thing themelues: yet ſuch isthe zeale of 
ſome,that they cannot ſuffer men to (leep 
in the danger of ſinne to their owne de- 
traction, butwillifit be pos{ble)awake 
' them, & let them know the deadly dan- 
" ger wherein they ſtand which is athine.. 
moſt neeaful,althoughit be neytherplas 
 "fibletothe worlde nor acceptable to the 
fleſh: for who is hethat ſeeth not 1he (e 
curity of the world in this age, the con« 
tempt of God and of his word, anddoth 
not ſorrow at the heart forit.CAnd ſee- 
ing it is not posſible, that any can truely 
| (orrow,and ſit ſtill and ſay nothing gſpe- 
BY cially, when he perceaneth the moſlepart _ | 
b, of allthis blindage, bythe craft of $a 1Þ 
| than,caftinoadeadlyſepeofdemne | 
 Bleſecyrity.Sothat they neither care for 1 
the true know!edge of God, while they * *. = 
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TO THE READER. 
areyoune; nor think that they ſland in 
neede of t being o!de,butſpend,or rather 
2iſpend all their time in the vain cares 
and pleaſares of this tranſutorie world, 
without hcedfall care wnto their cal- 
lings or gining eare vnto their cou(ci- 
ence when the ſame accuſeth them, con- 

wvidteth them , and condemneth them 
before God.,as zuiltie of infinite thinges, 
whereof one day they muſt giue an exaCt 

. accounte ,and at bis handesreceanethe 
wazes of eternall death for their works, 
wnleſſe they awake while time is truclie 
repent them of t heir former ſecurity,e5 
- trye altheir ations thoughts, words 9 
deedes, by enery mans conſcience, the 

. which the Lord hathgiuen him bath t8 
he omo him witneſſe andiadee of the 
ſame. nd therfore,to the ende that al 

. wen may doe this the better , towhoſe 
hearing or reading this diſcourſe ſhall 
come. taut thought it goed being may. 
wvedin my £07 ſcrence, towritethis trea- 
tiſe therof.yherby eueryman may k1ow 
» bis owneeſlate nd his God,- as he hath 
K re. 
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TO THE READER. 
revealed himſelfe in his worde tothe: 
worlde . Both the which points (ſaith 
Bernard) are aboue all things neceſſary 
for all men that deſire 10 eſcape hell, and. 
come to heauen. For as of the knowledge 
of thy ſelfe,commeth the feare of Goa er 
of the knowledze of God,the loue of God; 
{0 of the ignorance of thy ſelfe,commeth 
pride, and of the iznorance of God &r of 
hisword,deſperation(ſaith he) Where- 
fore,whoſoeuer will avoyde this deadite 
aart of deſperation in the ende muſt not 
neglett the meanes which God hath ap: 
poyntedto eſcape it.T hat is,firſt to know. 
his ſins,and heare his conſcience,vvhen 
ſhe accuſeth or excuſeth himaccording. 
totherule of Godsword.” CAnd next. 
know the way of deltnerance from thens. 
eAnd that he take heed,thatinſeeking 4 
ſalue for them, he be not deceaued therin 
for conſcience beino wounded with jin,a 
that thine that neither can bee healed. 
with coulors of Retorich, with ſweetnesof 
muſick with delicate of daintie mentesy © 
with beawtie and pleaſant (iehts, with: 
| - mans. 
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TO THE READER. 


mans innentions, or elſe with any other 


thing except onely Chriſt, as be hath offe 
red and revealed himfſelfe inthe Scrip. 
tnres,apprehended by faith, receaued 
and kept with a good conſcience, with- 
out the which, if any man line e3dye,jt 
had bin farre better for him that wuith 


Kain & Iudas he had nener bin borne. 


Receane therefore ( zentle reader ) this 
[bort diſcourſe, whereis thox mayeſt (ce 
bothwhat a thing conſcience is , what 
an intollerable thinz the grief wound 
thereof ts when it is troubled, VWhat are 


allthe attions, and offices of it in al men 


and women What arethe ſorts & kinds 
thereof:what is mans ducty touching tt. 
How to get a good conſcience, & keepe it 
being gotten:and laſtly how to reliene & 


condemmne vs not before our God, whoſe 


ſentence when it accuſeth,ſhall ear ſtand 


& condemne uswithout reclamation be 


fore the Loyd. Butif not, then ſhall vue 
haue boldues towaxdr apr God, to whom 


helpe it being tronbled,that it accuſe and 
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4 1. loun Cuao, g. 


| 20 If our heart condemne ws,God is orea= 
' - ber thenour heart,and kuoweth allthings. 
. 21 Beloned, if our heart condemne vs n9ts 
then baue we beldnes trward God. 


 22>0/J, HE Apoſtle in theſe 
EY words dothte ach vsthat 
ſeeing the knowledge of 
God doth infinit degrees . - 
) : 
: paſſe the vnderitanding 
| * of our harts or conſciece. 
Ir muſt needs therforc follow,that none 
can ſtand before his holic mateſty,with- 
out the integritie of a pure and good 
conſcience _. In the teſtunonie whereof, 


ny 


conſiſteth all our comfort and retoycing 20% k, 
ſaich Paul. TY 


In this place 7» doth neither ſpeak "# 
of the cap | cringe of reprobates,who' AE Ephel ,4; 
paſtfecling , andgiuen themſclues tp. 19, .- -- 
\ worke vncleanes cucn with greedines, Math, 
Neither yet of Hypocrites , who flatte- '* . 
ring themſclues,doe boaſt them of their 
; & i * 7 © 


i CAL DISCOF RSE 
ownerightcouſnes. But onely efrhem * 
that haue their conſcience drawenforth _. | . 
before the 1udgement ſeare of God , by 
him to make them vnderſtand and fecle \_ |. 
- FRal6.3.& his anger and wrath againſt them, Inre- 
33-3-X.57 ſect of ſome finnes, whereoftheir con- « 
4-1,54M.3 (iencc dooth accuſe them , thatthey \ 
ſhould ſpeedely turne vnto him, that he 
may heale them whoe hath wounded 
them. | SIO ED 
$ Inthe2r verſc, hee ſhewethby the 
+ _ contrarie,how greate a treaſure 1tisto | 
men or wome,to haue cuerthe teſtimo-« . || 
nic of a good conſcience, for then(faith 
he)if the ſame accuſe vs not,as guiltie of 4 |- 
ame offence ynto our God, whereof we | 
doe not from our- heart repent vs,with 
aſſurance of pardon for Chriſt his ſake, . \ * "| 
in whome weonely belecue to finde all 
that weftandin neede of. Then may we 
without feare,both approch with bold- 
. nes,and come before the throne & mer- 
2 _ _ - eyſeate of our God, call him ourlouing 
F Row.g.1, father, and aſſure our ſelues thathe will | 
| | Ephe.z.12 be fauorable and mereifull ynto vs for = 
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| his Chriſts ſake, by whom we haue both {,"-\ 
11:2 boldnes and cnterance with confidence + | 
BY byfaith , through whome alſowe have | 


OF CONSCIENCE, 


thatpeace with him (ſayth the Apoſtle) - 
11 our Confcience;that paſleth all Trea-: 
ſares,yea all vaderſtanding.  - 

Not that ante mans conſcience bea-: #4 
reth him witnEs that he is withour ſfinne; Plal-130. 
Burt becauſe hee dooth acknowledge his mtg 
ſms,confefſerh them to h1s God,  repen--,, ,, 
reth himtherof, belecnethin Chrift,and Zach,r.z. 
ſubmitrerth himſelfe and his will whollte Math 11. 
to the will of his God, deſiring aboue all *** 
things,” euer toberuicd and/gouerned 
thereby onely. / 

Of all this, Tmarke only here, whatis. , Tim, x 
the gaine of godlmes, thats ,of faith; & Thetrute 
of a good conſcience, even apromuſe to! Þ%ihrof 
have atthings neceflarte for this life, and godlines & 


y: a T5 "WI" of fiane 
Iikewtteto entoy hte everlaſting ,made ,... 


by God himfelfe1n the ſcriprures,wher- 
inalſo, and in this place eſpecrally;we 
finde the crueltie of finne to bee ſohuge 
& weighty, thatby nomeanes that man 
canfinde in himſelfe,he ſhal ever be able 
to ſhake of the intollerabl burthe therof; 
that thereby at one time or another, his 


conſcience ſhall nor be fearetullywa- 


kened, greeued, and aboucall thinges 
burthened therewirh, and not acknow- 
ledge that the wages thereof, 1s death c 


yerlaſting 


Sat 0.85 67 on,” TW OT 1? Ls 
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verlaſting,both of bodie and ſoule. And 

' therefore,they arefarredeccaued , who 
Aattering themſelues in their ſinnes,goe 
about to thifrthemſelues from the ſenſe 
and feeling of Gods wrath, and the teſtt- 
monie of their o;vn conſcience,to accuſe 
convict, and to condemne them before 
his tribunall ſeate for the ſame: of which 
ſort, notwichſtanding there hath bin in 
all ages an infinitenumber, who as the 
Prophet ſayth : Hath made 4 conemant 
Eſa.28-15- with deathe , and are at agreement with 
Hell. That albeit a ſcourge come, it ſhall 
not touch them, and that by reaſon of 
their ſhifts, their refuges, & their cloaks 

, offalſhood and yanitte, wherewith they 


But allin yaine (ſaith the Lorde)for the 
ſcourge of wrath ſhal come,tredde them 


FF 1-Thef.s- yetofthis kind of people(ſaich the Lord) 
$3 - 3% _ theworld ſhal befulin the latter dates, 
nn who when they ſhall looke for nothing 

; butpeace and (afette,then ſhall come vp 
Os, Niban yndoubtedly death and endles 


deſtruction, the which ſhould learne vs 
not any longer to (leepe 1n frnne,and to 


ſuppoſe to couer their finne from God. ' 


downe,and vtterl1c conſume them. And, 


contemne wholeſome admonitions, as 
doth - 
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OF CONSCIENCE, 


_ doth the moſtepart of allthe worlde at. 
this day, to their own lofle and perpetu- 
all deſtruction, but haiſtilte ws with di- 
ligence to awake (as ſaith the Apoſtle) Epheſl. *: 
| who hytherto haue without remorſe of ©5: 
' , conſcience and true repentance , {lepr 
in finne, and filchic Iuſtes of our flcſh. 
The which at length , bringeth forth 
death both of bodice and ſoule, & there= 
*fore,he commandeth vs toryſe from the 
| ſfameby faith, repentance, and newnes 
© oflife . Thatby Chriit we may receaue \, - . 
the light cf life eucriaſting.and the pur-1g.,,, _ 
|  gingofour conſctences,from dead works The geui. 
_  roſeruethe lining God, The which: ag ſion ofthig 
they are, eyther good or bad in all men 4icourte 


PEW 


'» andwomen.Soam I nunded,firſt to ex- Roar: 
, 


|  prefſe and ſer downe the, true definition 
of conſcience . The which heare rhe A- 
peſtle calleth the Heart of man, & what 
| a greefeitisro haue the ſame hurte,and 
wounded with finne. Secondly , to ſhew 
| what are the proper dueties and aCti- 
| ons thereof in all perſons. Thirdly, whar 
1 arethekindes and dwerſine cf confci- 
'+> ences And laſt,what bee the dueries of 
| al men and women touching their owne 
conſciences:;how-to preuentthe troubles 
| _ thereof, 


A i, 


<4 DISCOVRSE 


therof,and allo how to releenethe ſame 
being troubled. 
2 Concerning the firſt, ] finde this word 


The heartÞearte inthe Scriptures, to hane diverſe 


of man fignthcations, & therefore placed ſome- 
what. timesfor the affections of the hearte , as 


id | Fg 
MarGlzs Where yorr treaſure is , there will your 


L Pet.3,4, heart be vncorrupt.Seme times for the wall 
of man : as, they were all of one heart, that 

AQ. 4,3', 1s,they were all ofone minde, will or af- 
*  feCtion:and ſomecumes for mans conſet- 
ence: as in that prayer which Paull ma- 
1TheC. x. Keth for the Theſſalonians , praying, that 


the Lorde ſhoulde make their beartes ſta . 


ble and wnblameable, in holineſſe before 


God,at the comming of owr Lorde Ieſus 


Cbrift,exc. Thar 18,their conſcience, as 
now in the words and text aboue ſpect- 
fied. The Apoſtle Saint bn ,vnderſtan- 
_ dethby the word Heart,the onely conſci- 
ence of man. h 
_ For as hee conſiſteth of two partes 
The diuiſi- prin cipallie,that 1s, of bodie & ſoule.So 
onofthe doth the ſoule confilt of vnderſtanding 


parts of. , nd will,albcitthe foule hath no partes 
manin bo. 


2 & & foule properly, but onely by analogie, and in 


reſpect 


® 


hearte be alſÞ. Sometimesfor the whole 
 ſoule of man : as , Let thehid man of the 


OF CONSCIENCE. 
reſpeQ ofthe dinerſe obiefts and aftt- 
ons thereof:By reaſon whereof, the ſame 
isſa1d'to bee deuided intodiuers parts, 
thatis,into diuers powersor faculties. 
' The wnaerſtanding , 18 called that ; 
| power orfacultic of the ſoule, whereby. vnderſtan- 
© we vie reaſon, which is the more princ1- ding what 
pall part,ſeruing to rule androorder the 
| ab. man.And therefore it 1splacedin 
' theſoule; roguydeand gouerne the 
whole perſon. fo 
The 11, is chat facultie and power of _ 4 
the ſoule, whereby we do will or null ante Wilwhas 
| thing. That1s,chuſe or refuſe it. RE OO 
—__ Wwuhthe/#lare 1oyned certaine af= _5'. 
fections,as Iey, Sorrow, Lowe, Hatred,and oY 
- - ick-l1ke, whereby wee doe cytherim- TO i 
| ' © brace or eſchew that which 18 good or c- will. 
| Wh: | 
Now, becauſe the workes and ations __ __ © 
| of con{aencedoc ſtand inthe vie of rea- CTR 
ſon, 1t1s eutdenr,that therefore 1t15nct 4, A SP 2 
| © placedinthe affections or willing parte ling facul-- 


| * ofrheſoule, butinthe vaderſtanding, ofthe 


_---. which bath alſo twoparts. 

+ < Thefirſt whereof is, that which ſtan-  , « 

deth in the view and contemplation of Two parts . 
the trueth or falſhood of any thinge,and of vader  þ 
WS "6 c0etn flancing, 

wa | 


EN 
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Fherrieny 2oeth nofurther . The ſecond,isthat 
and, Which tandethtn the view of cuery par- 
Pradicall ticular a&10n, to ſearch and ſeeke whe- 
wherein ther the fame bee good or cuill . The 
Oonlcienc® firſte is called Theyricall , and the ſe- 
placed: onde Practical . Vnder the which 
\ conſcience is comprehended : becauſe 
her propertic 1sto 1udge of the goodnes 
or badnes of things or turnes done, 
So that of theſe premuſfſes we hane to 
The ag. Yaderſtand, that conſcience 1s a parte of 
ation of he m1inde or ynderſtandingin all reaſo- 
- Conſciece nable creatures:determining, tadgeing, - 
Tho.aqus decerning , and giuing ſentence of all 
p4r7,1. 9% their particular aQtions,thoughts,words 
F9artic.l 3 2 : 
or deedes, cyther with them or agamſt 
them. 
This definifion ef confctencedoth ſhery, 
Confciece ©Þat 17 15 not a bare knowledge or tudg- 
isnora ment of the ynderſtanding onely, but a 
barcknow naturall power,facultie,or created qua- 
ledgewith litie: from whence 1adgement & know- 
our works 1edge doc proceede as effefts , This the 


of accu- ; CS 3 
Gng & ex. {crtptures doe confirme , aſcribing ſun- 
vv A pag drie works and aCtionsto conſcience, as 
accuſing,excufing, comforting,terrifiing * 
which could not proceede from thence, 
1 1f1t were no more then an naked and 
GE TID bare 


YL 


whoſe propertie 1sto take the principall a confei- 


- Therefore all conſciences that now doe cule or ex- 


the wicked, 15a worme(ſatcth the Pro- 


fimplie conceaueth a thing to be, ornot other 


OF CONSCIENCE. 


bare ation or aft of the minde. 
Wherfore,it is that power of the ſoule ,, 
concluſions of the minde, and apply enceisin 
them either to accuſe or excuſe, Sothat 2llmea & 
this1s the grounde of all , that Conſct- m_ ” 
© A . Þ= 
enceis athing which can neuer beeloſt, ,1, juin. 
albeit the ſame may looſe the vic for a ciples and 
time,as reaſon in a drunken man, for it concluſi- 
is in all reaſonable creatures both man 290i ihe 


and Angell , 2s inthe proper ſubicts. eng z 


ſleepe,ſhall once be wakened,cyther in culcthems 
mercie,or in 1udgement, heere or ia hel: 
for the torment of an euill conſcience in 


phet) which ſhall never die, and a fire Ea.66.24 7 
that ſhall neuer be quenched, "5 

The ende of conſcience is to deter- Th * Py 
mane of things done, whereby it diffe- ,; - 9s 
reth from all other gifts of the minde, as ence and 
are intelligence, optnien, ſcience, faith, whercin it 
prudence, &c. For as tointelligence,ir Witereth 
be,opinion 1dgeth a thing to be proba- | 38-4 
ble or contuigent. Science 1udgerh tt to the win, 
be {ure and cerraine: faith 1s a perſwaſt- 
en,whcreby we. belecue things that are» 

| not, 


I'2 


3-things to 
HA be marked 


Þ 


A: DISCOYVRSE 


not,but are hid fromwvs as yet,prudence ' 


diſcerneth what 1s meete to. be done,or 
what to be lefc vndone. But Conſcience 
goeth further then alltheſc, forit giueth 
ſentence of things done, by ſaying vnto 
vs & ſhewing vs,this was done,this was 
not done. This may be done. This may 
not be done + This was well done. This 
was eulldone. oy th 57 
Of Conſcience thus deſcribed, there 
doe ariſe threethings to be marked. 
Firite, that the things wherof Conſct- 
cence determines,are a mans owne aGti- 
ons only :. (for to be certaine what any 
other manharh done orſaid,iscommon- 
ly called knowledge) but what a man 
himſelfe hath done or ſaid, belongeth to 
Conſcience. x 
Seconaly, Conſcience meddles not 


with generals: but dealerh onely in par- 


ticular aGtions, and that not1n a few but 

in all. | 
Thirdly,thatthe maner of confciece is 

a dctermination,toſerdowne her indge- 


ment, cither with the creature or againſt 


1t,and that becaule 1t1s of diuine nature 
placed by Godin our foulcs, betweene 


.b1m and vs,as an arbitrator to giue ſen- 
> 7: £5 5.5 0 om; 
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tence, and pronounce decreet, - y $i 
with vs or agamſt vs to God. For ſome- 
times it conſents and ſpeaks with God, 
againſt perſonsin whome it is placed: & 
other times againe, it coſents with them, 
. andſpeakethfor them before the Lorde. 
» Examples hereof, there bee manie 1n 
_ the Scriptures, as ofthe firſt ſort , Kain && 
Hud.zs, andin the latter , Peter and the 
S Theefe,who albeit their ſinnes were gree- 
| - voug,becauſe they repented, their Ton- 
| ſcience aflured them of mercite. _ 
And this 1s the cauſe why we call this _..-, 
Y | > | T 3 
1} effeCtofour minde Conſcience. For as. ,, 2... 
| FScire, to know , is of one man crely by lp figs 
himfelte ._ So 1s Conſcire., when at the paite of * 
leaſt two know ſome lecretthing, The the vnders 
 whichthey doe both knowe together: ſtandingis 


oo Bom called cony 
Wherforc,the name Conſcentia,or con- 


. . fciences 
ſciences that thing thatmakethtwoto= : 
gether parrakers or partncrs of the - 
knowledge of things which are ſecrer 

in the minge of men or Angels. Pee? 

Now it 1 certaine, that in this know= x, 

— ledge withman of bis ſecrete deedes & God and 
\f, thoughts, no creatures can be partners manate 

| © withhim (becauſeneither men nor An- Primers 

gels doc know mans thoughts & ſecrets, jp. 2.0. 


B ynlcfle ledgeot. 
| conſcience 
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= - ynleſſe the ſame be reucaled vntothem) | 

\ pf and therefore it remaineth, that in the 

Fl knowledge therof, conſcience hath God 

onelyto bepartner with man in all his 

thoughts,words, and deeds, how ſecret 

ſocuerthey be: and man againe, by the _ 

itt of God,doth know the ſame of him- + | 

Letts , together with God 1n his Conſci- 
ence. And thus far coricerning the word 
Conſcience, and the difinition thereof, 
The which heere SaintIohn calleth the 
bearte of man. * | 

2 It followeth,to ſpeake next ofthe 

Whata greefe of atroubled Conſcience , which 


aire of all others 1s moſt intollerable.For the 


conſcicnce ſpirit of man (ſaith $ alomon)w1l \uſteine 
Prover.18. his\1nfirmitie , but a wounded ſpirite, | 
_- who can beare it? Thatis, atrcubled &, * - y 
a wounded conſcience,isof al greefe the* | 
geen & the greeuouſeſt puniſhment 
that Godat any time layeth vpon either 
man or Angell. So that men tobe ridde 
out of this rormet ,doe chuſe oftentimes 
rather death,then to live vader the miſ- 
ſcrable and intollerable greife thereof, 
albeit in all other troubles ,they be able * * 
toindure eyen ynto the cnde therof, yet * 
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OF CONSCIENCE "2 
no wates ſuſtaine. As examples,bothof be. 
prophane and diuine hiſtories doe beare 
recorde. For whether we conſider this 
greefe in them who are meere naturall 
wen,and ncuer knewe God in Chriſt,or 
in themthat arc renewed by the hole 
Ghoſte,and ſpirit of regeneration, wee 
ſhal finde it to bee in erther of them,the 
greateſt griefe & torment of allothers. 

As to the firſt ſorte, whether the ſame {7 
be heathen people , who never knewe 
Gods word, or elſc ſuch as in true Reli- 
gion did not rightly, but ſuperſtitioullic 
worſhip God, wee ſhall perceaueifwee 
liſt to reade hiſtories, that this wound of 
an accuſing heart, and troubled ſpirite, 
coulde not bec healed with any medi- . 
- Cine,or.other comforte whatſocuer. 

For the hethen Philoſophers, the w1- 
ſeſt of all others among the Gentles, as 
Cats and others, who did beare all trou- 
bles molt pattently,to the great admura- 
tion of all che world , did yet notwith= 
ſtanding,where their coſctences became | 
troubled, and when ſome great diſtrefle 
of minde wounded;their heart and fpi= 

' rit, make an ende of their lines withtheir 
| ownchandes.Some by drinking deadlie 
3 poyſon 
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poyſon.Some by running themſelues vo 
AW , vpon the weapons of their c- 
"nemis, Some by caſting themſclues from 
hie placesvnto the deepe cfthe ſea,or 0- 
uer high rocks,to beate and ftrikethem- 
ſelues all to peeces. And ſome not ſtick- 
ing to ſtogge themſclaes through the 
barts with ſwords, knyues,or otherſueh 
weapons,for griete ofthis wound of con- 
ſcience,& trouble of hearrt, all the which 
perſones,ſolong as other waies their con 
ſcieces werenot ſurcharged,& ouermai- 
ſtered,were1n al bodilie troubles invin- 
cible,&c.-As Cato, Taſſonthe husband of 
Medea,Lucretia,and others. As Alexander 
the greate and Nero,who would haue put 
hand to themſcluesfor greefe of conſct- 
ence. 
. - Thelike we may beholdein perſons, 
| thateirher ſuperſticiouſly worſhip God, 
as Papilts, or yet in the common ſort of 
people;that in mouth profeſſe Chriſt, bur 
yet1n works doe deny him, who areall 
; _ eaſt intothe ſpirite of lumbering,num- | 
| 
\ 
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nes or hardnes of hart, who hearing, hear - 

not,nor ſeeing cannot-perceaue, butare 
ſeniles and blockiſh, vnto the timethar 
i, - God doth looſe the brydle of their con- 
1 | be ſcience 
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fcinces , and ſetterhbefore them their 
finn es commitred, andthe puniſhmente 
due vnto them. Then may we fee inma=- 
ny of them, how greeuoully theyare tor-. 
mented, and what forrowfull ends they 
doe make,while ſome of them doe hang 
themſelues, Some drownerthemſclues. 
Some cutre their owne throtes, & ſome 
of them doe itogge themſelues' ro the 
hearts,with knues, daggers, or ſwordes: 
And all to rid themſelues outof the m- 
collerable and feareful griefe of conſci- 
ence,asthey doe falily ſuppoſe , vnto 
whome Iudas and Kain, arc fearcfullpa- 


 tronsand teachers , As to that wicked 


Spaniyard Alphonſns who when he could 
not by any meanes difſiyade his brother 
Diaſins by faire meanes from the profel= 
ſion of the goſpell,to embrace Papaltrie, 
hee cruelte murthered him. And there= 
fore greeued in Conſeience;. there after: 
did hang himfelfe at the councel of Trent. 
Thelike' alfo did Robert Long, a man at: 


armesin Calice , afalſe witnes againſt: 
William Smyth preacher, who gricueduv anno,rs53 


conſcience therefore , did immedntely; 

thereafterrunne to the water and drow= | 

ned himſelfe. So heauie lay that finne of 
4 $$. mas Falle 


anne.15$t 


TM DISCOY RSE 


falſe witnefſe bearing wpon his conſct« 

ence. And what ſhall wee ſay of George 

Brodway , ſuborned by the councell of 

Calice, aboutthe ſame time to beare al- 

ſo falſe witnes againſt Thomas Brookes 

Who therefore went abour to cutte his \, 

owne throarc for griefe of conſcience, & 

when he was ſtayedro doe the ſame,and 

the knyfe taken from him, wherewith he 

had wounded himſelfe, he beeame ſtark 

madde and ſo dycd.Sir Iames Halles allo. 

Knight,and taftice of the common place 

for greefc of conſcience that he had de- 

nied the knowen truerh, and embraced 

| Papiſtrie,at Queene Maries commande, 

drowned himſclfe. Gregory the ſcuenth 

(as witneflerh Benrno) dyed defperatle ©}. 

at Salernum of the oncly  greefe of con- 

{eicnce:vnto wheme we may adde Lat:- 

mus , FEchins and Thomas Blaverus Sco- 

215 , who all miferablic and in deſperati- | 
. .onendedthus life for onley griefe of con- 

ſctence,and who liſt to read moe of this 

number,and of all ſortes both ct men & 
women , he ſhall inde many thatmiſe- 
rablie for gricfe of conſcience 1n deſpe- 
ration-haue ended their lives 1n that 
booke whuch 13 1ntiryled Hiſtoria Tragiee. - 
EET: - =. > Theatre 
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Therefore of all burthens , the griefe of 

conſcience 1s the greateſt, E ' 
But heere the queſtion may bee de- pr 

manded, why us of all chef ſortes of _— 

people do diſpatch theſelus of this life by 

ſo violent death, and ſome others againe 

do dye ſoquiet,orrather ſenceleſly with 

out griefe? | . 
Anfſivere,that the cauſe is in reſpette Anſwer, 

_ that ſome feeling no finne in this life,go. 

departe like drunken and brutiſh ſwine 

and waken notourt of their helliſh (leepe 

vntill they be in hell, and the tormentes Ps. 

thereoffully ſeaſe ypon thew . And the Someare, 

others being ſurcharged,& ouerburthe- Urcneey ; 

nedwirch finne 1 this life, doedyelike 0 with ay 

barking madde dogges in deſperation, flccpe of 

without Chriſt and true repentance with ſione vn- _ 

Kain, Indas, Inlian the Apoſtate ando- *9thgend 

thers. Of theſe two ſortes there bee moſt: pelo irnm | 

ofthe firſte inthis laſt age , wherein gyepur. - 

Chriſt ſhal finde no faith at his comming thened' 

bur all perſons for the moſte parte, (lee! with fine 


ping inthat _— ſecurity,wherim they: ro 
ſhall affure chemſclues of peace , whery j;c. throgh 


asnothing1s\necarer hand: vnto-them the weight 
then fearetull and-endlefle torment | of thereof, 
. conſcience,the worme whereof ſhallne-- 

| 4 | oo '- 
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uer dic, &c.Wherfore the Lord(as ſaith 
the Avoſtle) commanderh all ſuch to 
waken and: ryſe ypfrom the ({lcepe of 
finne by faith, repentance,and holic con= 
ycr{ation, that while they haue time, 
Chriſt may gine them light. | 
Thus much touching the gricfe of 
conſ{cience,both in the heathen andallſo 
inthe prophane and ſuperſtitwousprofel- 
{ors of Religion. 
i - Secondly,we finde thar the tormente 
in * of Conſcience,cuen in Gods children,& 
Es in ſuch as aro renewed with lus ſpirit , 18 
children. | 2 greefe wtollerable,and ſo greate,both 
Conſciece all Chrifts members, ypon whome it is 
ka wound: [gyde,and alſo intheir head Chriſt him 
Phan ſelfe,thatit is heauicr then a thouſande 
can keale deaths, and yet no wayesto berelicued 
'—  withany comforte, or folace vnder the 
heaucn,as all other griefes may bee, bee. 
they neucr ſogreat : for example, let vs 
take pb, who tor the lofle of all his ſub- 
ſance,authoritie,children,and health of 
body,ncuer ihrunk nor quatled,vatil his 
+ 4,  vnhappy friends wounded his Conſci- 
* .ence,and thenhe affirmed and compla- 
ned,that God had faſtened 1n him ſharp 
- arrowes,lette him asa butte to ſhute ar, 
Th 45. 3 76- rr 
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and madc himto poſlefle the » finnes of 
| his yourh.So heauic a burthen was this 
| wounded heartc and Confeitence ynto 
{ hmzwhovnderallothercroubles,was a 
| patterne ofal yprightnes and patience, 
neuer beeing mooued therewith ane 
thinge at all (as1r were )vnrill this griefe 
did prick {1m. 

Thelike may we alſo beholde in ma= 2 2 
ny others of the peculiar ſcruantesof 8 
God, as 1n Danid, Ezechras, andleremic, © 
who neuer did faint ynder any'griefe, «© 
(notwithſtanding ' of all their infinite * 
troubles)butonely vnder the burthen of 
a wounded Conſcience,wherwith when 
they felre themſclues ſurcharged, they 
|.> then were like Cranes .chattering, Spar- 

rows mourning, and Pellicants ei xj 
out fearefull cryes , Sothatwithmour- 
ning like Doues, their hearts did cleaue 
tothe duſte , and their toungesto the 
roofe of their mouthes. —_ 
| * Yea,cucn the Lorde our Maiſter in? 

Saviour Chriſt,the truce Image of his Fa- 
"ther, God and man, whenin his man- 
'--, Hoodc hefeltthis wound (his Godhead, 
| lurking forthe time) albertvnder all hus 
other troubles, which hee ſuſtained for - 
our 
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 ourſakeshe was couragious : yet heere- 
in fecling his fathers wrath for our 1ni- 
quities,the wich for them he was to ſuf 

- "png raine, he complaine9,that his ſoule was 

= heauie vnto the death , and earneſtly 

-»-* prayed ,that if it were posſible , that that + 

5 - cuppeſhould paſſe awayfrom bim , which 

*$5k was ſo bitter,that while he prayed, hee 

ſweatc bloud ; and bcforc he departed 

41 _ rhis life, pitefully cryed rhree ſeuerall 

"i . _ times, that God had forſaken him. 

Wi wes \  Ofchcſepremiſes,almen may vnder- 

bj _ ſtand,thar are not a [leepe vntocuerla- 

© | Conſcicce. ſting condemnation,what a thing it 13 to 

= poſlefle a grieued condemning heart,or 

troubled Conſcicnee.Forthere 1s no fick 

nes,which 1s not vntodeath, but Phyſick © | 
15s provided,or may be had for1t:noſore, 
but Chirurgeric wil aferde aſalue forit. | 
Friendſhip helpeth pouertie, hope of li- 

. bertie imprifonment,ſute and fauour re- 
couer men from baniſhment, and time 
and authority weares away reproch:But 

C none of all theſe or any otherthing in all 
thecarth, can helpe atroubled condem- 
ning heart,or a wounded Coulcience. 

Where by the contrary, the cofort ofa 

ſafe Conſcience & quyet heart or mind, 
TT... ; doth | 


- ks. | 


Studie therefore aboue all thinges, to a- 


| ledge and confeſle our ſfinnes,he is faith- 
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doth helpe , healc,andcure,all the ſor- 
rowes,gricfes,and troubles,that can be- 
fall eyther men or women.For it1s faith _ 
Salomon, a continuall ſeaſte , anda perpe- "115,15 Wu 
eual ſolace 1n al the greateſt on_ & SLING 

griefes in the worlde : yea,this ſame be. + I 5. 
12g1n health and in good caſe,will vah- 4 of" 0 
antly ſuſtaine and caſily beare all other. _ -# 
troubls whatſocuer:but ifit betroubled * Sg 
nothing 1s able to ſuftaine that griefe. 
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voyderhe reftimonie ofan cuill Conſci-,q0. 
ence,andtogerte,keepe,and entertaine 

the precious 1cwell of a good Conſciece, ; :, 
which wil never ſuffer them who poficfle . H—_ 
the ſame to becafrayde of cull tydings, ; 
(faith the Prophet) for if wee acknow-- WF 


full and iuſt, who hath promiſed to for- :T__— 4 
giuc vs them, andrto cleanſe vsfrom all py. ;r.. | 
vorighteouſnes 1n the bloud of his Chritt _ 4 4 
Let vstherefore 1dge and condemne CL 2 4 
our ſ{clues,confefle our wickednes ,& re- 
pent vs of our ſins, that our owne hearts 
condemne ys not before the Lorde our 
God,for he will neucr,bur both accuſe vs 
and condemne y 6,where our Conſcien- © | 
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ces doth the ſame, 
Wee hauec heere to marke ,that if the 


Confcitce griefe of Conſcience bee fo grieuousa 


inhell 
what a 


gricic. 


%. 


Bag. "i 


Queſtion, 


thing to ſuſtame 1nthis ife , how much 
more gricuous1s1tto be ſuffered 1n hel, 
where there is no redemption , neither 
ſhal the torments thereof haue any end, 
where the worme thereof ſhall not dye, 
nor yet the fire that ſhall torment it c- 
ner be quenched. Take heede torthis, all 
Epicures and Athiefts,and who ſay that 


hell is made, andordained to feare but 


children and young folkes withall, who 
et might ſee if they were not blind, the 
opnning of hell inthe troubled Con- 
ſcience of the wicked cuen 1n this life,to 
to be a thing intollerable,and yer much 
more ſhall it be fo in the life to come, 1n 
reſpect both thar the torments thereof 
ſhall bee infinite degrees augmented, 6c 
Iikewife continue & 1ndure A eucr and 
without end. But ſome there be(ſaith the 
Prophet)y doever put fromthe the cull 
day of the Lord,and haue made a couc- 


nant with deatb,and a league with hell, 


that albeit aſcourgerunne ouer &paſſe 


through, it ſhall not come at thew,in re- 


ſpect of talſhood and vanine,wherewinh 
OWE, they 
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OF CONSCIENCE. 
they haue cloaked and hid themſelues. - 
Anſwer,that ſuch,albeitthey haye no , (.., 
outward croſſe nor trouble inthis life, 
yet ſhall they neuer eſcape a wounded 
Conſcience, eyther in this life or inthat 
ro come, for al the wicked the morethey 
flee from it(although Gods children by 
faith andrepentance doecften eſcape 1t 
the more it perſeweth them, and once : 
fearefully ſhall onertake them, andac- 
cuſe them of alltheir fins, convit them, 
condemnethem,andexecute Gods ter= 
rible 1dgement of vnſpeakeable tor- 
ments againſt them, whereof there ſhall 
neuer be an ende. For this is that worme 
that neuer ſhall dye, andthe hire ofhell 
which burneth with 1t,that neuer ſhalbe 7 
quenched.Let vs therfore Fatch & pray, Ephel.g.14 
awake & ſtand vp fromthe dead while Marina 
we hauetime,who hytherto hane lleped 4. 6-9- 
and ſnored 1nall kinde of finne and ſe- pane. 
curitie,that we fall not into this 'gulte of egy 
torment of a condemning heart &trou- - + 
bled ſpirit of emll Confcience, with the 
moſte part of this ynhappic age,that ne- 
ver will awake and repent beforethey 
bee wakened withthe tormentes of hels 
pre , inthe miſerable and endles life ro 
4, | come. 
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come.For itis aboue allthings,the due- 
tie of all ſuch as are carefull of their ſal- 
uation,carneſtly, and continually,with- 
out ſcaſing,topraye and call yntothe 
Lore,thatiiee in 1s Chriſte may gue vs 
lightthroug'h faith, repentance and a- 

 mendement of our cuull ſpent liues,that 
we perriſhnot with the wicked worlde, 
which ſleepeth ſecurely 1n. all kinde of 
nuſchicfe, without remorſe or griefe of 
Conſcience,and wilſo dovntothe ende, 
to their intollerable puniſhment & mule 
rie,that neuer ſhall haue ende. 


The Second parte. 


Auing declaredin the firſt part of 
.& our duunfion, the ſence & meaning 
ofthe Apoſtle, what is the definition of 
conſcience, as alſo what an intollerable 
burthen 1s the gricfe of a wounded con- - 
ſcience. | 
Twodue- Itreſtethtoſpeak of the proper due- 
tics of Qlesand ations of Conſctence,which are 
_ .conſcieces of two ſortes:to wit,eyther to beare wit- 
nes and giueteftimoniec, or elſe topro- 
nounce Ain & gtue1ndgement, ey- 
ther with ys or againit vs. 
7) uber dhegerte grads To 
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It bearcth witnefle or giueth teſtimo- 
nie, when 1t telleth ys that a thinge was 
doneor not done of vs . For the-Apoſtle 
ſaith,rchat the Gentils did ſheyy the effe&t 
of the law,written 1n their hearts, their 
Conſcience allo bearing witnes, & their 
thoughts accuſing one another,or excu- Rome2,15. 
ling. Ns 

And againe heſayth, thathis retoy-= 
cing 1s the teſtimonte of his Conſcience, *<%-1.22. 
cing 1s the teſtimonie of his y 
thatin ſimplicity and godlie purenes, 
he had his conuerſation 1n the world, &c 
Where we haue to coſtder,firſt of what 
things1s it chat conſcience beareth wit- ._,_ 5 
ia Mann 6 1n what maner:'&thirdhic ;now 6 
how long. Ws be conki. 

Asrothe firlt, it beareth witnes and dercd. 
record of all our thoughts, affetions, & 
actions. For we vie to proteſt ſometimes 
1nour conſciences,that we neuer thoght 
ſomething,let be to haue doneit. Itbea- 
reth alſo witneſle, what our wils and af- 
fections be In all matters , as Tſay the EECNITY 
tructh m Chriſte , I iye not , my" Conſt5- 
ence bearing mee vyitneſſe by the holie 
Ghoſte. Thirdly,(Salomon faith) thatof- 
tenour heartor conſcience knoweth, 
that we haue curſed others,thar wipers xcde.7.24 


{ % 
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emll of them. 

| 2 The manerthat Conſcience vſcth 

How con - No G : F R 
ſence bea  gruing teſtimonie or.-bearing witnefſe 
reth wit- ſtanderh 1n tio tlungs. To wit, firſt,it ob 
nes. : ſerueth andrtaketh knowledge of all 
- thinges which wee doe. 2. Itdoeth 
tell vs1nwardly and ſecreetely within 
our hearts of themall, andſo1tis like 
ynto anoater,whohath euerapen in his 
hand to write and put into his protocol, 
whatſocuer 1s ſaid or doneby vs ſolong 
as we ue. | | | 
Thirdly,It bearcth vs witnes not for 
Conſcizce any ſhort ſpaceoftime, but for cuer,both 
bearcth intlus life, and in the lifero come. So thae 
witnes for when man dycth, his Conſcience dyeth 
eudts _  not:yea,when we ſhall ryſe againe, our 
Conſcience ſhall come with vs tothe 
barre of Gods 1ndgements,eyther toac- 
cuſc vs,orexcule vs before God :for the 
Apoltleſayteh , Their Conſciences bearing 
' them witncſſe , &t the day when G O D ſpall 

dee the ſecrets of men by Teſus Chriſt. 
5 _ Oftlisduety of conſcience we learne 
_— ; three things:firſt, that there is a God;for 
belemea (ecing ir bearcth witneſſe 'of all our 
/ choghts,vnto the which neither man nor 
Angell 1s priute, It muſt needs therefore 


wy 
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' . be that it is to God alone, (who ſecth & 
Enoweth all things)to whome our Con- 
{ſcience beareth witneſſe and record. And - 
.. ,therefore,let Athieſts & godles perſones 
| batrke againſtthis as long as they liſt, yer 
> Hhauethey that within them, to'wit,their | 
' conſcience(the which will conuince and 
conuict them of the trueth of the God- 
head,will they,or null they,cyther 1n life 
orin death, and thathe hath ſtore of tor- 
ments,and of infernall ſpirits to punniſh - 
them 1n the ende. For many Examples 
/. heercof,one ſhal ſerue. A certaine Skot= 
fer and filthie geſter , who this way gate 
|. forthe moſte parte, all his lining, was in 
a Tauerne,where manie were drinking, 
|. and there to play thee ſporter ., did 
; \ mock the immorrtalitte of the ſoule,and 
offered to ell his ſoule(if any he had)to 
them that would giue himan kanne of 
winefor it. The which, when one ofchem 
chat were drinking there had boughe 
4- fromhbim , & given to him the ſaid Kan 
cf wine; Sathanin mans liceaes, adioy- 
.\Þ.- ning himſelfe to the Table,with then 
. + thatwere1athe Tancrne,and defiredro © ro 
| hauc the ſoule cfrhisgeſter, ef che ſame " 
price of 111 that es beught t.The par 
; 19 (> 
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"tie who firlt bought it, granted therevn- 
to, and deliucred it ynto him as hee had 
nt for another Kanneof wine. The which 
when hee had deliuered, hee tooke him 
from the Table both body and ſoule.Sce 
more ofthis hiſtorie , and of the hike in 

> Heiſtoriatragica. 

The provi 2 We learne heerby,that God coth 
denceof wateh over all men by a ſpeciall prout> 
Godouer dence, 1n that he giueth to euery man 4 
allwen: particular Conſcienceto bee his warch- 


—_— man & keeper,who in this poyute 1s ike 


not ſuffer Vnto.a maſter of priſon, who gueth to. 
rhemro hispriſoners Keepers to watchthe, & to_* 


hide bay bring them home againe intothe priſon 
ors ® if at ante time they purchaſe his licence 
TT 1. goe abroad for their particular turns: 


Euen ſo haue all men and women Con-_ 


ſciencesto follow them alwaies as at the 


hecles. and to dog them, and to trye all 


their thoughts, words,works, and affec- 


tions, and to beare recorde , andrrue_ 


witnes thereof to God , and vnto their 

owne hearts, Infuch ſorte,that although 

, wemay hide our turnes from men, yet 

15 1t certaine that our Conſcience will 
ſhew them all before God. 

Therefore,we ought to ſtand aboue al 

Us thinges 


\ 


ſ 


rule ofour Conſcience) that rhe fame 
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things to do vprightly,and to follow the 


word of God 1n all thzt we doe, or leaue 
vndone (which 1s the onely ſquare and 


way excule ys, and not accuſe ys before 
our God,for if our heart accuſe vs to our 
God,God isfarre greater then our harts - 
to condemne vs,burtif not,therwe may 
haue bouldnes towards him. Fo . 
Thirdly, we obferue heere the Bow: The nod 
nes and loue of God toward vs, who ſet- nes of god 
teth our Conſcience to tell vs ſecretly in ferting 
when we doe amiſle,to the enderhat we our con- 
ſhould preſently repente vstherecf and ax oe 
amend.,that he may forgiae vs,but if not ,, doe 
that rien Openly it ſhould accuſe ys vnder whe 


thereof before God, and at the barre of paines.. 
1 Cor. 1+ 


his tudgement ſeate, before al his Angels 


and ſaints in heanen . Wherefore wee 
ſhould accuſe and condemne our ſelues 
heere, that we be not accuſed and con- 
demned thcre,ifwe deſire to be ſaucd in + 
that great day of the Lord, For if we ac- 
cuſe and convit our {clues when we doe © 
amifle, with repentance & amendemer, _ 
ncicker ſhall our conſcience accuſe vsro 
our God,nor he condemne vs for the e- 
vill which we hane commutred: And rhus 

\ $ muck 
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AX * *©4 DISCOPYRSE 
a much touchingthe firſt ducty of Con- 
ſcience, which ſtandeth in witnes-bea- 
ring to Godin accufing orexcuſing vs. 

6 Asto the ſecond aGtion or worke of 

The iudge Conſcience , 1t 15 to glue 1udgementof 
op things which we hauedove, and ſots + 

Whar. ike aiudge, cauſing malefaQtours to be 

arraigned at the barre of his 1udgement 

ſeate,and there to ſuffer for their deme- 

rites:yea,ratheritis like alittle God, fit- 

eing in the middle of mans heart, araig- 

ning and iudging him in this life, as hee 

ſhal be arraigned and iudged for his of- 

fences at the tribunallſeate of the Lord 
God in the day of tndgement . So that - 

that. 1adgement giuen 1n this life by 
conſcience,1s nothing elſe but a certaine ' 

and ſure fore-runner ofthe laſt 1dge- 

ment to coine. 

b We are admoniſhed heereby to take 

Wearead hcede,that nothing paſt lye vpon vs,and 


0 2 mm that we charge not our Conſctencesin 
| "Ot time comming with any matter whereof 
1.lobgs,20 they may accuſe ys. For if our conſcience 


. Thall accuſe vs , much more ſhall God 
. condemne vs. Becauſe he both ſeeth all 
. our doings more clearely then doe our : 
> Conſciences, & 1ndgeth more ſincerely 
6 Sg | and 
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and ſecretly then they can do vnto vs. 


Therefore wee ought to endeuour our 2.Cor.4.4; A 


ſelues with Pall,to ſay alwaics , that we 2s 
knowe nothing by our ſclues 1n our life, 
that wee may cuer ſtand in our Conſct- 
ence without blame before him... 
Heere we mult conſider two thinges. #&g 
Firſt,the cauſe that maketh Conſcience Two 
to gue iudgement , and ſecondly,the thinges-to 
maner how it giueth ir. The cauſe & the be conſt; 
onely binder of Conſcience,which is ey- 
ther proper or improper, a | 
The proper binder of Conſcience 15 
Godslaw,and the improper the lawes of , Ex 
Princes, hauing their authority.of God g,,,,. 


o 
+ # 


to make ſuch lawes for the good of their 

ſubieCs, as ar agrecable with his law, or 

otherwaies,they canot binde Conſciece, 

Wher welcarnc that gods word is eucr 1g 

to be obeyed, albeitthereby we ſhoulde Gods 

offend all men, 'and alſo loole our owne wordee- 

lives. Becauſe wee are bound andobli- Mae 3a 

ſhed thereto im Conſcience, _* beyols 
Secondly,wee muſt take heede, that _. 

that which we take in hand to doezbaue yy... wee 


a warrant in gur Conſcience out of the ought to 
word to doe 1t:& ftichlike that which we take heede 


leaue vndone,if we may leaue it yndane to 


withoutrhe wound of conſcience or not. 
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know twoy 15 to be obtained 1n Chriſt. And ſecond - 
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As for example.The knowledge of God 
and his worde bindeth vs to learne it in 
Conſcience,albeir the knowledge of hu- 
mane ſcience doth not the like, &c.For 
all perſonsare bound in Conſcience to 


'Weare Know God aright,& as he hath reucaled 


himſelfc rothe world 1n his word,and ef- 
pecially theſetwo things. Firſt, that all 
perfire righteouſnes and life euerlaſting 


thinges. Iy ,. thatthe 1nſtrumenrs to obtaine the 


12 


fame righreouſnes and life in Chrift;is 


onely faith, 
It followeth,to ſhew how Conſcience 


_ glueth indgemenr of all our doings : to 


wait, by a kind of reaſoning, called a Prac- 
ricall ſyllogyſme, wherein Conſucnce 
yſeth two inſtruments in making cfrhis 
reaſon. , which are _minde and memoric, 
For the mnde telleth Conſcience ,whar 
the Law of God is , and memorje bring- 
eth to her minde all the particuler acti- 
ons that men or women haue done or 
not done, that Conſcience may deter- 
mine and giue tudgement thereof , So 
that from theſe two, the Conſcicce rea- 


. foneth after this maner , as for exam- 
ple. The Confcignce of a whoremonger 


reaſoneth 


_ ot 
reaſoneth thus with himſelfe,ſaying. All 
whoremoungers ſhall be without 1n the 
fierielake, that burneth with fire & brim |; 
ſtone,whichis the ſecond death . ButI ; 
ain a thoremounger, Therefore, I ſhall - + MM 
bethere, F 
-  Sothathereby we ſec that the ſinnes, Fige 5 : | 
"ic t. a 13 
and conpunCticns of the heart, are ſore 
and giieuous prickes vatothe minde & 
Conſcience of man, yea,greater then a- 
ny griefe that can befall him. Alchough 
Sathan for a tine doeth extenuate the 
ſame, as alſo corrupt affetions doe of- 
tentimes ſo overcaſt this 1udgement,thar 
1t perccaueth nothing for the ſpace of a 
long time: as Toſephs brerheren, who were 
blinded this way for the ſpace of two & ,.Sam. 24 + 
and twentic yearesor thereby.Dauid at- r0. 
ter his murther & adulterie , flept with- 
outremorſe, vntullhe was wakenedby 
the Prophet Nathan,and theTewe $,who Ata.37 
ut Chriſt todeath,vntilthey were pric- 
ked with Peters ſermon. . ct 


Cs 


\ . 


Gen. 44, 
$0.7 > 


The cffc&ts cfan accuſing Conſeiece I, 
are eſpecially fue, 1,Griefe, 2.Sadncs,3. pro es. 42 


Feare,4.Perturbation'of the whole man, & , cor. xc. 


5.Deſperation. joe 5 Wide eat 
This much of the. accufing and con- Pro.15;15- 
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demning Conſcience. Now have wee to | 
ſpeake ofthe Conſcience excuſing and 
abſoluing,which bath allchings contra- 
ry tothe accuſing and condemning, as 
Pro-15.15 Bowldnes zoy in the Bolic-Ghoſte , Confidence 

with aſſurance of mercy. For therizbteons 
(ſaith Salomon) are boulde as 4 Lyon. 
175 Learneheere reader,thatwhat is done 
of a doubting,or of an erroncus Conſct- 
Todoubt, ence,or againſt Conſcience 1s finne, Be-, 
erre,or do cauſe , vvhatſoencr 15 not of fath is ſinne,' 
mw thing and tothe yncleaneall things are vn- 
—_ eleane . Some did 1udge fornicationin 
is finne- the Primitive Church not to bee finne, 
Ro#423. wherein notwithſtanding they ſinned-in 
14-14. "reſpect that their Conſcience did erre in 
_ heriudgement : For cuill remains euill, 
albeit Conſcience faith the contraric a 
- _. thouſandtimes, Moſte men & women 
-areſicke of this diſcaſe at this day, who 
.-.-..; thinke fin not to bee (innein their Con- 
ſciences, &c. Whats done allo againſt 
Confcience; 1s ſinin the doer, albcit 1! 
x16: erreand bedeceaued, . 
Whar © . Of althis, let vslearne to obſeruefor 
ſhould be a warrant: to our Conſciences, the qnely 
out war-- © ,mmand or contremand of Gods word 
rant inall : - 
oc turnes 12 all our proccedungs, and fo ſhall _ 
LY <2 | ; walke 


f © 


% 
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walke ſurely when,wee make his werde | , "> 


the onely rule toour Conſcience, & ef- 
- chew mans inuentions, or good intentt- 
ons: and likewiſe, when we vnderſtande 
that 1t15 a moſte dangerous and deadly 
thing,to bee ignorant of the knowledge 
of Gods word,which maketh the life of 
. man to abound : yea, to flowwith the 
ſea uf al offences againſtGod. And there 
forc,we ſhuld eucr pray him of his great 
mercie,to graunt vsaboue althings,the 
true knowledge of him and of his ſonne 
' Teſus Chriſt, with the teſtimony of an cx 
cuſing and vpright Conſcience,ruled c- 
uer by the ſquare of his worde , inthe 
which,r!ghteouſnes and erernall life is 


onely to be found throgh faith in Chriſt. 
The Thirdeparte., - _ * 


Two parreof our divilis being ſpoke th guin 
'& of .Itfolloweth,thirdly to intreate of on touch - 
the kindes and fortes of Conſciences, & ingrhe . 
in ſpecial,firſt of the Conſcience of the F9des &. 


regenerate, and of all Gods childre :& varFuS = 
ſesondly of that of the wicked, |. ce,” 


For as to Conſciencegenerally, it is, 2 
eyther good or þad,and a good Conſci- 
| = ence 


Conlcitce 


_ -1 7 C my 
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ences that which rightly and according 
: .cithcr £0 Gods word exlalcth and comforteth. 
goodor Sotharthe excellencicof Conſcience 
bap&the ſtandeth in excuſing & not in accuſing, 
we by reaſon that when we commu: any fin, 
confiſteth WE Blue then occaſion nmediatly ther- 
inexcu- afcer,to cur Ccnſcience to accuſe and 
waz. Ccondemnevs, wherby we doe wound & 
hurt the ſame : as rcſtifieth the Apoſtle, 
1-Cor.$.9, ſaying,that the Corinthians 01d wound the 
12, Cares of their weake brethren, 
when they vſcd thei: liberty as an occa- 
ſion of offence to them. And againe,hee 
.calleth a good Conſcience,a conſcience 
withour cffence,oraccuſing of them'that 

A246: havent, 
Againe,a good Conſcience 1s of two 
ſorts:co wit,eyther good by creation, or 


= #5, ON elſe by regeneration. The conſcience of 


ſcience of Our firſt parers before theirfal was good 
ewo fortes onely by creation,& therfore could not 


by creatis but excuſe them before God in all that 
and reee 


ncratio 2 3 wf7 5 tA 
Lats good Conſcience regenerat,1s that 


jp which being corrupt by nature, is renu- 
\ Chriſte,in all fuch there 1s a conucrfion 
or change necdefull by grace, Gyr 

"OY : , 


> they didin the eſtate of cheir innocency | 


edand purged by faith 1n the bloud of 
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by nature all mens conſciences through 
 ſnneareeuill , and therfore become 
\ goodonely by grace in Chriſt, - b 
* - The 1aſtrumentall cauſe feruog ro (7x 
| makethischange isfaith,which purifiechTwo ca::ſe 
the hearts, and the meritorious caule,is® 2 govd 
 thebloudofChrift, which dothpurge ©Terare 
conſciences from dead works,to ſerue 
the luuing God. £629 
Aregenerat conſcience hath twopro-,, 
torr and ſtayes, Town,Chriſtian li-pertic Is 
;- derty, andcertaintie of ſaluation at all taycs of a 
times, when ſhe excuſeth. Becauſe that*egencrat 
| theſerwo propertis haue nor tneir place HL: 


1nthe outward man,butin the beart;ſpi> © 
ritor conſcience, - Wh £5 = 
\. Teal Chriſtian liberty,the holie and (2 
Tprritualfreedome purchaſed yntovsby tip, iy 
Chriſt, wherin the Apoſtle commandeth whae. 
vsto Stendfaſt ,'and not to bee entang- Gal-$.1. ! - 
led zgaine with the yoake of bondage, *©+ 
Ir baththree partes”. As freedome” | _» 
__ from thewftification of the morrall lang even 
ki oO EO no; iderty | 
, andthefulfilling thereof.” Forhee who z,, 1 three 
' 134 member of Chriſte , 15 not bound pau.” 
in Conſcience, to bringe” the ' perfice |. 
Ut WON  righte- © 


; % 
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righteouſnesof the law in his owneper- 
ſon, for his 1uſtification before God, but 
Chrtys. Pp 
| He alſowho is a Chriſtian,isfreefrom F 
9 thecurſe and condemnation of the law, 
for to ſuch as are 1n Chriſt, Theres no con- + 
demnation, becauſe be hath redeemed them from 
the curſe of the Law, As 
10 Theſecond,isthe freedome and liber- 
tie that we. haue by Chriſte from the r1- 
gour of the law ,' which craucth perfite 
obedience,and condemneth all unper- 
fection, But /inne hath no more dominion ouer 
Ro. 6. 14. them that are in Chriſt, becauſetbey are not vn 
Gal:3. 13. dey the-Law,or rigour thereof , but vnder 
6 Joh. 5.3. grace, and in Chriſt, _ 
11.  Andthereforeit is, that God accep- 
.. teth our imperfite obedicnce,ifit be {in- 
_ +, cere:yca,and as the Prophet ſayth, #/ 
Mal.3.16. for worke,and Deſire for Deed.. 5 
-*, "BL Thethird 1s,freedomefrom the cere- 
moniall law. For after that the truth of 
all theſe | ſhadowes is come wee are no 
more ynderthe ſhadowes tokeepe and 
obſcruethe ſame , which ſerued tothe 
Gal. 3.25. Tewes as a ſchoole-maiſter,tolead them 
-- Ephezi1s Chriſt,tvho was'to come: but we-ha- 
__ Gal $3.14» - , TLPT%s " fe 
_ 4 *.ummgthetruth,to wit, Chriſt, who ts we 
Y 1e 


Gal.z 13. 


. 
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dic come, and hath ſuffered for vs in the 
fleſh, haue no neede now of thoſe.types 
and ſhadowes of the ceremonaall law. 

k Thus much concerning the firſt ſtay and 
' property of a regenerate Conſcience, _ 

\Þ The ſecond property or ftay of are-, 33 

BY”; G | : The ſec6d 
generate Conſcience (eſpecially when | © te 
this ſanic excuſeth) 1s an infalliable cer- N ofa 

taintte of our ſinnes to be pardoned,and regenerar 
of life cuerlaſting , by faithin Chriſt, Conſeiece 
wroughtin our hearts by his ſpirit, wher- cos ns 
age | phcſ. 4.13 

of al the ſcriptures of God beare witnes, 4, ,; 

| thatarchecre ynder written , againſt y ix. ar. 
that deſperate doCtrine of the Biſhoppe 21- | 
of Rome,and Councell of Trent. As Rom.$. —_ FY 
15.Fpbeſ.4.13.Math. 14.31. Math.21.21. WEED 

|.  Tames.1.6.Rom. 4.20. Therefore it 1s, that 

\ - Baſilins demandeth this queſtion: What 

15 the property of faith? To the which de- 

maund he an{wereth,that 1t1s to be one 
. aſſured perſiwaſion veyde of doubring & 

diſputation. pews 

d þ Oftheſeplaces of. Scripture' abous 14 

mentioned,let euery chriſtian make this 

._ reaſon towit:Enery one that beleeueth Bt 

- tsthe chil$of God:bur I beleeuc:I ther- 
fore am the childeof God, and Gods 
cluldren muſt needs beſaued. Where- 


fore 


- 11-h 3,2, 
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fore I cannot periſh:agarnſt the doctrine 
of the papiſts, who will baue vs to doubt 
of our Saluation ,againſt the Scriptures 
of God , and Articles of our belicfe, 


which doe command enery man & wo- 
man both to ſay,I belecue 1n God. In Te- 


ſug Chriſt his onely Son our Lord, who 1s: 


God alſo cquall with his father , In the 
holte Ghoſt, wha 15 Iikewtſe God, & the 
third perſon of the Godhead. And final- 
ly,both to beleeye remisfion of our fins 
and life cuerlaſting.But to doubt and to 
belceuc,are words which 1mporte contra 
dition . God commandcth vs to be- 
lecue che remisfion of our ſfinnes,& life 
eucrlaſting,through the merits & death 
of Chriſt,in the Arcicles of our belicfe:& 
the Pope and Counncell cf Trent , do ac=- 
curſe al ſuch for preſapruous perſons, as 
doe not continually doubtof the remiſ- 


 fionof cheir ſinnes,certaintie of Saluatt-. 


on,and life eternall . Andtherefore,the 
concluſion is true, that the Pope 1s ad- 
uerſary to Chriſt,and Eee 
ſame Anrichriſt,the myfterie of whoſe 1- 
niquitic beganne, cuen inthe dayes of 
the Apoſtles, and which hath fo 1ncrea- 


ſedſenfine,thatinall the heads of Chri- 
Le Na {tian 
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ſtan religion, his doQtrine is repugnant 
vnto Chritts: And 1n this point, direCtlic 
ro the veric Articles of our Ehriſtian be- 
leefe. | | 
Tr may bee demaunded heere by way 15 
of queſtion , if one and the ſame con- Weſtin. 
ſcience may not both accuſe and excuſe / per; 
Gods children ar any one time, conſcience 
Anſwer,that 1t may : For elſe if our may both 
Conſcience ſhould r.ot ſtill accule ys accuſe and 
when wee doe amiſſe |, then ſhoulde *<vfat 
| - , ONCE t1Mme 
wane great ſfinnes affaulte vs aronce,G& yg uh 
make hauock of our ſoules. And there- onere: , 
fore wee affirme,rhat it may borh accuſe ſpeRe. 
vs,and excuſe vs at one time , butnct 
in one reſpect. For it excuſcth vs, 1n that 
it afſſureth vs that our perſons dce ſtand 
rightcons before God , as clcathed and 
couered with the righteouſnefſe of 
Chriſt. And in reſpete Th we haue our 
defire,and doe endeuoure ourſelues in 
the gencrall courſe of our whole life, to 
walke vprighthe and to pleaſe God. 
And yer neuerthelefle,cf this it muſte 
needs accuſe vs perpetually for our Ppar- 
ticular (lippes, and for the manifolce 
wants and imperfections that been all 
ourgood and beſte ations , by reafon 
: where- 


CA DISCOYRSE: 
3B whereof it telleth vs, perpetually in our 
2'7* edre,that we are vnprofitable ſcruants. 
Thus much of a good Conſcience. 
. Noww followerh an euill Conſcience, 
- Whichisſo called , partly, becauſe it is 
Euill con. af >. ng if &, 7 ; 
ſcience Corrupted by originall ſinne, and partly, \, 
what and by reaſon it 18 euill,that1s , troubleſome 
whyitisſo/and painefull ro our ſence and feeling, 
called. as arc ynto vsall other ſorrowes, cala- 
mities or muſeries whatſocucr,which for 
this ſame cauſe are called likewiſe culs, 
:..17 Thepropirtic of tt1s euer to accuſe & 
Thepro- condemne; -and thereby to make them - 
pertie of that haue it, affrayde of the preſence of 
yh euil0 God;and to flec from him as fromthcir 
cacenceis . | 
ever to ac. ENemie. Example in our firlt parents & 
cuſe. in Peter , who falling downe at Chriſtes 
| Luke.598. knees beſought himro goe fromhim, 1n 
RT reſpect his Conſcience toulde hun, and 
- + accuſed h1mthathe was afinfull man. 
18 | Ewll Conſcience 1s eyther dead or 
*  Euillcon- waking and {tirring, the dead Conſcr- 
| Cienceis ence 1s that which (albeit it can but ac- 
ether na cuſe) Iyeth commonly quyer,accuſing 
DE little or nothing ar all , andtharfor di- 
uers cauſes: townte , want of reaſon, 
ſtrength and force of wicked and fleſh- 
ly affections, & 1gnorance of Gods m_ 
= an 


— —_— = 


cesand deuoureth them. -This 1s it that 


purſueththem that haue ir, ynto dearh 


the remorſe of ſin thorowly , .: or to any ; 
purpoſe . Andthis 11a the onely obſtt- 
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and revealed will. an bng d 
_ Adead Conſcience hath two proper- , Fr 
ties: the firſt 15, to be beniimed,vnfceling eye 
or doſened,as that of 1oſepbs brethren,for hachtwo 
the ſpace of two and twentic yeares, or proper-, 
thereby . Thisraignethin drowſie Pro- "= 
teſtants,luke-warme Goſpellers,and ci- A fn 
uill honeſt perſons, whole without. © 
common (lander to the goſpell. .Ofthis _ 
kinde of Conſcience letvs take heede. 
Foritislike to a wilde beaſt, who ſo long 
asitlyctha (leepe troubleth norhing, 


but when it awaks, flycth into mensfa- 


the Poets did callthe: Furies, becauſe it 


and deſperation. "ORE. 
The ſecond property ofa. dead Con- 2 - 

ſcience is,to be ſeared orburnt(asthe A- 

poſtle ſaieth) with an botteyron:. that 18, 

the Conſcience whichis paſt all feeling _ 

inth's life , and1is neqer. mooued watt: 


nate wicked,and ſuch as are gtuen vp 1- 

to 4 reprobate minde . Thus ſhall be wa-' 

kened atthe day of death and laſt 1adge 

ment by God,to accuſc and condemne 
WF chem” 


;% 
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them that haue it,whe the bookes of the 
dead,both of the great and ſmall ſhalbe 
opened. | 
21 Laſtly,a ſtirring cuil Conſcience doth 
 Atirring eyther accuſe or excuſe, & 1t hath foure 
conſciece: ſexerall degreesor differences. The firſt 
ns o-79 chat accuſeth a manfor doing ell, 1s \ 
1Accuſech ar ewill conſcience;albeit by occaſion or 
forcuitdo- accident, it ſeructh to bee a preparation 
ing. _tograceby thegoodnes of God * Asthe 
_ _ needlethat draweth the thred through 
- thecloath ,, by making a hole inthe 
cloath,ſcrueth to ſowe 1t alſo. For to-ac- 
cuſe, is cuer adefet , and wasnotin 
man by creation. And therefore 1s one of 
the foure degrees of an cuill conſcience. 
22 The ſecond,1is that which accuſeth for 
3-2-1" well doing,and is1n Idolaters, as notto-. 
doing, ſay orgoe to Maſle,accuſeth a Papift. 
by The third, is that which excuſeth cull 
3, Excuſeth & doing, 1s found hikewiſe 1n Idolaters, 
cull doing who when they lay and burne the God- 
ly , their eroneous conſcience excuſcth 
them. 7 
24 | Thefourthand lafſt,excuſethwell do- 
_— ng in carnal and vnregenerate perſons, 
Na xg Example in Abimeleck,not committing 
nerate perdulteric with Abrahams wife , which 
ſous, © was 
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OF CONSCIENCE. 


was a thing morallie good 1n it ſelfe, but 
not in the vnregenerate perſon , whoſe 
| cull good workes are nothing elſe bug 
 gliſtering finnes, and this Conſcience 1s 
| but Carnailand not regenerate.For asto R0,14474, 
« theclcanc,by faith althingsare cleanc. 
So to the vncleane. that want faith no- 
thing is cleane nor acceptable in Gods 
| fight, how good ſocuer otherwates the 
ſame be morally, becauſe the perſo who 
- lacketh faith in Chriſt, 15 yncleane and 
therefore cannot pleaſe God. 


| HE OEMs CS. ao 


- oh Let vs therfore drawe ncere vnto our ©F 
1 | God, withtrue and penitenthearts,in 
f } affuranceoffaith (as ſairhthe Apoſtle) 
» | being voyde of ancuill conſcience,and 


r _| waſhedinour bodies with pure water. 
0. '7|\ . For it is by faiththat the inſtedeclue, the Heb102z 
which wee muſt follow voto the conſer- wh : - 9% 
uation of our foule, that all our workes ,, ., 
may be acceptable to our God through 


Chriſt our Lord. 


F 


The Fourth parte. 


Or as much as hytherto' wee have 1, 
ſhewed both what conſcrece18,what 
the troubles thereof are 2? As hkewiſe, 
" «= 0 whas 


«” 
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what are both the ations and the kinds 
thereof. It remaineth fourthly,& lafthe, 
ro ſhew what 1s mans duety concerning, 
Coufcicnce , how hee may preuent the 


his heart and ſpirit, how he may rclecue 


itmay be gricued.n ths life. 
i Mans firſt duetic 1s in this behalfe,to 
Mans due- urchaſe and get a good conſcience, for 
nice 1STWo : : 
| ful con- by nature(ſceing we are all the children 
T cerning of wrath)we haueitnot. And his ſecond 
FF conſcience duetie1s to keepe 1t well when hebath 
'S gotten it. 
F 3 Ferthegettingofa good conſcience, 
, Mrcething thcethings are needefull:to wit, a pre- 
arc necdc- wad 
of the remedy,and thirdly,prepared the 

7 reformation of 1r. 
i 6 — The preparation to it requireth the 
3 Gal.z. 10, Knowledge of the law, that thereby wee 
Pteparati- may vnderſtand what 1s good or cuull.2. 
oawnat. The iudiciallſentence therof,which tel- 

leth vs, that the curſe of God 1s deue to 
all men for cuery finne: 3. An carncſt 
examination of our Conſcience by the 
law,that thereby wee may perceaue and 
has | £ vaderſtand 
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troubles thereof, and being troubled in 


his conſcience ,and exoner the {ame of ' 
allchetroubles and wounds wherewirh 


{ull paration to it.Secondly,the application | 


doe ſtand very much ; For heereby 1t15, 


' defaulte to doe the works ofthe Law,& 


 griefe,m reſpe& of the knowledge of the 


" OF -'CONSCTENCE, 


vnderſtand what is our eftate before 
God,and ypon this duety, the Prophets 


that we come to the knowledge of our 
wretchednes & miſerable eſtate before 
our God. Wherefore, (leremie {airh) Let Lamen. s, 
vs ſearch and trye our waies, and turne agame 40. 
ynto the lord: ex Zephaniah,Gather your ſelues 
enen gather you,O nation, not worthy to be lo- 
ued, before the decyce come forth, and yee bce as 
chaffe which paſſethin a day , and beforethe 
frerce wrath of the Lord cone ypon you,@re, For 
the lawis ayoake (fanththe Apoſtle) That 

; | AQt:15-16 
neither we nor our fathers,weare able to beare. | 

Hereby allmenandwomen mayea= _, 
fily ſee,that by nature we are moſt miſe= 
rable,becauſe we are vnable in our:own 


Zepha,2,1 


fulfill that obedience, which we owe of 
duetic to our God, and that therefore 
we abid naturallie accutſed.This our m1 
{crable eſtate , when wee knowht by the 
law, itbringeth forth in vsa ſorrow and 


puniſhment for ſin,aryſing of the know- 
ledge of our duetics towards God,con- 
teined in the lawe, & of our inability to 
performe the ſame. Andthus much con- 


3 ccrning 


 — Rom,3.20 


6 
The appli- 
cation of 
the reme 
Cy. 


Rom, 10,4 


r,Cor,1 3, 


Gal.3. 24, 


_ uery one that beleeueth:and theende of 


tA DISCOY RSE © 
concerning our preparation to obtaine- 
and get a good Conſcience. 

2 The application or applying ofthe 
remedy whereby to hcale our forrow 6 
riefe conceiued of our wretched eſtate, 
y the knowledge of the law (which 1s 
onely the bloud and meries of Chriſte, 
whotfor vs in his Conſcience felte Gods 
wrath , and the puniſhments of all our 
ſinnes)requireth twothings, that 1s,the 
preaching ofthe goſpell and faith . For 
the goſpel 15 the hand of God the father, 
offering vntovs grace & mercy in chriſt, 
And faith is our hand, whereby weelay 
holde on him, and receaue him with ell 
his benefits. For as by the law commeti 
the knowledge of finne, 16 15 the righte- 


Y 


ouſnes of God, by faith in Icſus Chriſte, * + 


made manifeſt withontthe law,vnto al, 
and ypon all chatbelecuc.For hee 15 the 
ende of the Law, for righteouſnes to c- 


the law. 1s,to 1uſtifie themthar obſerue 1t 


Wherefore,Chriſt hauing fulfilled irfor 


VS,1S mae our righteouſnes,wiſedome,ſanti- 


fication ex redemptzon. This much of the ap= 


plication of the remedy againſt the ſor- 
row,G& deſperation aryling ofthe know- 


ledge 


of 
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ledge of our miſerable eſtate by nature, 
when wee doe beholde the ſame in the 
and mirrour of the law. 

Where wee haue ro learne ,vhat two. + 
things are moſt needefullfor vs who de- two things 
ſiretruly to enioy and poſlefle this reme needetull 


dy. Thefirſt is{crioully tohumble our ©? ®PPc- 


ſclues before God for allour wants, and on _ 


eſpecially for ſuch as lyeopen 1n our Co- chit, 
{ctence,accuſing and condemning of our 
{clues before his holie mateſtie . For ſo 

ſhall we put Conſcience out of office,” & 
performe that work our {clues jn this life 
which Conſcience would performe to 
oureternal damnatio in the life to come 


For if we inde our ſelues({auth the Apoſtle) 


 weſbal nat be madged.2 We muſt ofte with 


grones and earneſt prayers, humblic be-. 
ſcechrhe Lord for Chriſts ſake ,ro for- 
giue vs our ſins, that ſo wee may be ſure 


_ of his fauour,and forgiuenes of them all. 


And becauſethat this humuliation ſtan- 
ding 1n theſe two poyntes, there are ex- 
cellentand ſure promiſes made by God 
vato vs of grace, & life eerlaſting in his _ 
worde (for Salowsn ſaicth): Hee that bideth Pro.a8;rs, 
his ſinnes ſpall not proſper : but hee that con. 
feſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall hane merci. 

4. Ayl 
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”  x.lehr.g. 4rd if wee acknowledse and confeſſe our. 

| ſmnes (faith Pha) Gods fſatthfull and miſt to 

forgiue vs them, and waſh them al away from 
vs,with the bloud of hischriſt, For Gabri- 5, 
ell the Fang! {ſaid vnto the virgin Mary, 
Mhaaien (chather ſonne)Chrifts name,ſhould be 


called Ieſus. Becauſe hee ſhould ſaue his people 

from their ſinnes. Wherefore it followeth, 

chat there 35 no condemnation to them that are 

and beleeue in him,if they walke not after 

the fleſh, bur after the ſpirit, To all which 

perſons,aryſcth a certainty of Saluation. 

And conſequently,areformation of con- 

A ſcience,twluch 1s wrought 1n all ſuch per- 

I ' ſons bythehohe ahollojwhen the ſame -' 

| ceaſcth to accuſe and terrifie them, and 
beginneth to excuſe them,andto teſtifie 
vntothem, that they are the children of - ' 
God. The which thinge neuer faileth to 
anic that doe ſeriouſlte humble them- 
ſelues,and by earneſt prayer craue mer- 
cle and pardon of their ſinnes at Gods 
hands for Chriſts ſake. 

- $8 © Thisisthertreaſurethat far paſſerh all 

Theriches worldlicpleafures,I would to God ther- 

& plealurs fore,that the greateſt part of this ynhap- 

or A db ful to fute and 

Faithfull, ÞY 38©> Would be as careful to fute an 

which f{eekefor the ſame, as they arc to 4 

YN ter 
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afcer the tranſitory pleaſures of this cor= , 
| ruptible fleſ:as honors, riches, & other +; frcke 
pleaſures worldly, which wil quickly de- for, isa 
60.4 part, but this ſhall ever abide as a contt- good con, 
nuall and pleaſantfeaſt, borh heere & in{©<2<: 
|| v the world ro come. And thusmuch con- 
cerning mans firſte duetie, againſt the 
getting of a good conſcience. 

- Astouching mans ſecond duety con-,, if « "A 
cerning Conſcicce,it1sto keepeit good cgnd due- 
when he hath ſo gotten 1t,& ro-preuentety concer- 

the troubles therof by all meanes posfj-"ing con- 
ble. For it isnolefle vertue to keepe a&2ce- 
zood Conſcience then togetit. 

In keeping of a good Conſcience, a-,, * 
boue all things,three things are to be 8- Trae Fed 
voyded.To wit,ignorance, vnmortified be avoyd-<) 
affectons,and worldly luſtes. As tothe cd 
firſt,Selomon affirmeth, that the minde?* !8-20t- 
cannot bee good,that 1s the Conf cience.p,,.. , 
of him that 15 without knowledge: yeait 2,kKmgs 
is ſa1d, cap 17.2:Kings, thatthe people 17,26, 
that dwelt in Samarid, were deuoured of 
Lyons and wilde beaftes , becauſe they 
knew not the manner of the God of the 
Land . And againe, the Propherte Dawid iy 
faith , that ſuchas doe not knowethe, = PAP 
voice ofthe Lorde ., and his will and 


wayes, 


Pro.15.15. 
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wayes,doe erre in heart and foule,neuer 
entcrintothe Lords reſt. Likwiſe Chriſt 
himſclfetelleth vs ,that they that knowe 


not the ſ{criptures,doe but erre & goe a- R 
ſtray. And againc,thatthis 1s the codem- bY 
natio of the world, that the light of Gods * + 


will declared 1n Chriſt being come into 
the world:men notwibſtanding loue ra- 
Math, 22, ther darknes,and to periſh therein,then 
29, the light,and to be ſaued thereby. And 
Rom,t,2* p.cforc ſaith the Apoſtle, as they regar- 
ded no tto knowe GOD, euenſo.G OD deli 
uered them vp wtoa reprobate minae , to 
doe thoſe thiages which are not conuent- 
ent , and whereby they become full of vn- r 
_ ©. righteouſnes. Yea, ignorance (ſaith Chry- 
Chryſoſt, /eftome)is the worke of the diuils 1nſpiratt 
 on,who would nothaue vs toſce the trea 
ſure,leaſt wee ſhould poſlefſe the riches. 
And that this 1s the cauſe of all ewill,thac 
the ſcriprureshath not knowen. 

Of theſe premifſes we ſec hew needful it 

1s aboue all things,for althat wil kKeepa - 
good Coſcicnceto learn the knowledge 
of Gods word,the ignorance wherof be- 
re & breedeth in man & woman,a 
oathſome ſea of all cuils, whereby their 
mucrable Conſciences are drownedin a 
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OF CONSCIENCE. 
loathſom ſink of all wretched miſery vn- 
tothe day of the irDeath,when the Lord 
ſhal fearefully in his 1uſtice wake them, 
totheir perpetual ſhame and confuſion. 

Secondly,it 1s necdefull to be vtterly xx 
diſpleaſed alwates with the ſinful affeCtt- Ler vs bee 
ons of our fleſh. As with wrath,anger,en 9iſpleaſed 
vie,malicc, wandering luſtes,& ſuchlike 07% 
other vahappy fruits of our wretched v& j,,g.cof 
corrupt nature. And therefore continu- the flcſhe. 
ally ro crye with the Apoſtle. O wretched 
manthat Iamwho ſhal deliuer me from the be 
dy of this death,or from this fleſhhie lumpe 
of ſinne and dcath,which by nature cuc- 
rite one of vs do carry abour with vs. So 
that this way 1nour mind at the leaft,we 
may euer ſerue the law of god,& ſo crop 
& {nedde finne 1n vs,that it come neuer 
ro ſecede, maturity ,and fulperfection,to 
raitgne1nvs and rule ouer vs aboue the 
Sprite. 

Thirdly,asto worldly pleaſures and 
honours of thus life , let ys euer reſpeQte 
them all as dunge in reſpeRe of Chriſt, 
the benefites whuch wee receaue by him 
and the preſcruation of a good Conſci- 
ence . The whuch wee oughtperpetu- 
allic to cſteeme and thinke off , as of 


Rom,7,25 
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of our Paradiſe, and ofthe luſtes of our 
flcſhe,/and pleaſures of the world , as of 
the forbidden fruite, if we deſire to liue 
for ever with perpetuall 10y 1n our ſoule 
and conſcience, both in this life and in 
chat to comethrough Chriſt . And thus 
much touching the keeping of a good 
conſcience when 1t 1s gotten. 
13 Astothe remedies of a troubled hart 
The reme and grieued Conſcience, which of al o- 
dicsofa thers,when it rageth1s the greateſt, wee 
rroubled 1.;char the ſame muſtbe Gonkt for.out 
conlciece. : - Aagayh 
ofthe word,and exampels of the faithful 
as of 1ob,Teremy, Exckiah, Dauid, & alſo of 
Chriſt himſelfe, who felt the extremeſt 
anguiſh that ever cyther was, 1s, or yet 
ſhallbe,: and notwithſtanding periſhed 
notthere through, becauſe they diſpay- 
red not therein, but truſted ftil in God, 
and therefore were deliucred. 
2 Such muſt vnderſtand as are trou- 
Y bled in Conſaence,that the way to hea- 
Ii gen, is cuen to goethither by hell. 
» They that 2 Letallfuchasare in thistrouble, 
ny haue recourſe to godly paſtours , who 
” faileby may and willgtue them comfort out of 
'n theworde. op gh 


. 4 Letthemconfer with ſuch as haue 
f | felr 
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4 OF CONSCIENCE, 


fele the like trouble,who will ſhewthem 
how they got comforte therein: and rhar 
firſt of all,ir 1s neceflary for che to learne 
wid and ynderſtand five things 1.To knowe 
and confefle their fins.2. Tofeclethem 
«| 5 forg1uen in Chrift.3. Tolooke for pow- 
er of hum to crucifie the ſame. 4. To lay 
hold vpon 1uftification by his reſurre&tt- 
© on .5. To looke for ftrength of him only 
to proceede to further ſanClification & 
holines of life cue totheend:al the which 
things they ſhall inde promited by God 

+ * in his word,& belceued and putin prac- 

tiſe by the faithful, preached & ſer down 

t [4 by the Prophets , as at what time ſoeacr 4 
ſinner doth repent from the battome of bis beart, 

. the Lord will put away ail his miquities,&Cc. 

2 Andlaſt of all, letthemthar bee thus 

., troubled,ſay with the Prophere.Lorde,be- 

eanſe there 35 mercie with thee,that thou mayeſs 

be feared, 1 mill wait vpon thee, asthe eye of 

the ſeruant wayteth vpan the hand of his Ma 

'l' fter,and Iwill condemne my ſelfe of folly, aud 

ſay,s my ſpule,wby art thu ſo heauy? why art 

| thou caft downe within me?ſtill truſt inthe Lord 

|, Jorbetis thybealth,e thy ſaluation,es therfore 

thou wilt truft in hmn,albeit he ſhould ſlay thee. 

They thatſure and ſecke for theſe 


meares 
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' A DISCOYRSE 


means inthe trouble ofther conſcience, 


with carnelt prayer, and feruenr fuppli- 
cations. vato his holy Mo in the 
name of his Chriſt, ſhall neuer butfinde 

comforte to their wearied foules; and a 
Full remedic ro their wounded Conſct- 
cnces1n the ende. 


Laſt of all, (before I conclude) this © : 


queſtio may be moued. Thatifthe trou- 
bles of conſcience be ſo fearetfula thing, 
& aquyert conſcience ſo excellent atrea 
ſore, why.then 15 1t thatſo mante are fo 
carefullto preuent the troubles of the 
bodice , and ſo ferw carefull for the trou- 
bles of their foules and conſciences . For 
toprovidremediesfor porertic,& Phy- 
ſick for ficknes, we doe perceauec few to 
befack or flouthfull,and yer to promide 
any remedy 1n time fora fick & wonded 
Conſctence,we ſee few ſo carefull as wall 
looſe an houres (leepe. Example hereof 
wee may perceaue -1n pddrbvothren , 
who fleeped with wounded and guiltic 
conſciences ſecurely,for the ſpace of ma- 
ny yeares,albeit chey were very carefull 
--foſoone as they were puniſhed with fa- 
mine, to promde a haſty remedy there= 


fore, butregarded not the fin commir- 
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OF CONSCIENCE, «XX 
tedagainft oſeph,&guilrines ofcheir co - ® 
ſciences,vnrill che Lord wakenedthem 
'. torheirgricfe , So did Danu#forgethis 
 murther and adulteric fora years fpace, * 
anday & while the Lord wakened hin. . 
 vptorepentance by his ProphetNathan - > JA 
4+ Foranſwertorlus queſtion, I fay,thatit Anfyer, 
"-*#f1s becaule we deſire ro colour our finnes 23 
©-and hyde the ſame,as did our firſt parers 
ynull God himſelfe did reueale chem, & 
|. this chiefelydoe all Adams children that 
| arenotrenewed by Chriſt,andfo ſhalall _ 
» |a* ſuchdoe,asbaue a tlceping andearelefle __ * 
; - Conſcience (as have moſte men atthis «© 
day)ynulll they be eyther wakend'vp by 
gods Prophets, and his word zortry thew + 7 
:þ : confciences, orelſe by God himſelfe,by "8 


fi | 
Y 


. ſome1nwardegriefeor outwardtrouble 
" before their death, orindeathto rheir WER 
cadles griefe,or then afrer death tothew _ * 
eucrlaſting damnation, "OY ” 
Let vs therefore know, whatthinge © ER | 
. Conſcience 1sin time. \Vhatare thetor- 3-2 | 
ments of an cuill Conſcience , whatare THT | 


era good Conſcience , preſeruethe 
ame hen it.i5 gotten, and preventthe 
onbles thereof, anc being troubled,af- 
-wbatmanerhem : be releiued our” 
h troubles of it. 11 the which 
are prelly to be foundin Gods word:® 
GG letys que ns 7 
ſerion with carnel t£0:3eckc 
- them nad” ſearch TW Age pos 0. 
hatwe may.chroughparience & Com-/ 
forr ro SC OnINE: an aſſured h 
«(wit ene-tettimo an excaſing coh-- 
; Guedr ily with therule of 


Ly 


hurt he 
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fencrlaſting lite; through Ie- 
ourLor&Towhome be all 


